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Important Information About Your Geotechnical/Environmental Report

CONSULTING SERVICESARE PERFORMED FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSES AND FOR SPECIFIC CLIENTS

Consultants prepare reports to meet the pecific needs of specificindividuas. A report prepared for acivil enginear may not be adequate for a congruction
contractor or even ancther civil engineer. Unlessindicated otherwise, your consultant prepared your report expresdy for you and expresdy for the
purposes you indicated. No one other than you should apply this report for itsintended purpose without first conferring with the consultant. No party
should apply this report for any purpose other than that originaly contemplated withouit first conferring with the consultant.

THE CONSULTANT'SREPORT ISBASED ON PROJECT-SPECIFIC FACTORS.

A geotechnica/environmenta report is based on a subsurface exploration plan designed to consider a unique set of project-pedficfactors Dependingon
the project, these may include: the genera nature of the structure and property involved; its Size and configuration; its historica use and practice; the
locetion of the dtructure on the Site and its orientation; other improvements such as access roads, parking lots, and underground utilities; and the additiond

risk created by scope-of-sarvice limitationsimposed by the client. To help avoid costly problems, ask the consultant to eval uate how any factors that
change subsequent to the date of the report may affect the recommendations. Unlessyour consultant indicates otherwise, your report should not be used:

(1) when the nature of the proposed project is changed (for example, if an office building will be erected instead of aparking garage, or if arefrigerated
warehouse will be built insteed of an unrefrigerated one, or chemicals are discovered on or near the Site); (2) when the Sze, devation, or configuraionof the
proposed project is dtered; (3) when the location or orientation of the proposed project is modified; (4) when thereis achange of ownership; or (5) for

application to an adjacent site. Consultants cannot accept responsibility for problems that may occur if they are not consulted after factorswhich were
congdered in the devel opment of the report have changed.

SUBSURFACE CONDITIONS CAN CHANGE.

Subsurface conditions may be affected as a result of natura processes or human activity. Because a geotechnica/environmenta report is based on
conditions that existed at the time of subsurface exploration, construction decisions should not be based on a report whose adequacy may have been
affected by time. Ask the consultant to advise if additiond tests are desirable before congtruction garts; for example, groundwater conditions commonly
vary seasondly.

Congtruction operations a or adjacent to the Site and natural events such as floods, earthquakes, or groundwater fluctuations may aso affect subsuface
conditions and, thus, the continuing adeguacy of a geotechnica/environmenta report. The consultant should be kept gpprised of any such events, and
should be consulted to determine if additional tests are necessary.

MOST RECOMMENDATIONSARE PROFESSIONAL JUDGMENTS

Siteexploration and testing identifies actud surface and subsurface conditions only at those pointswhere samples are taken. The datawere extrgpolated by
your consultant, who then applied judgment to render an opinion about overdl subsurface conditions. The actud interface between maerids may befar
moregradua or abrupt than your report indicates. Actua conditionsin areas not sampled may differ from those predicted in your report. Whilenothing
can be doneto prevent such situations, you and your consultant can work together to help reduce their impacts. Retaining your consultant to observe
subsurface congtruction operations can be particularly beneficia in this respect.

A REPORT'SCONCLUSIONSARE PRELIMINARY.
The conclusions contained in your consultant's report are preliminary because they must be based on the assumption that conditions reveded through
sHective exploratory sampling are indicative of actua conditions throughout asite. Actua subsurface conditions can be discerned only during earthwork;

therefore, you should retain your consultant to observe actua conditions and to provide conclusons. Only the consultant who prepared the report isfully

Page 1 of 2 1/2000



familiar with the background information needed to determine whether or not the report's recommendations based on those conclusions are valid and
whether or not the contractor is abiding by applicable recommendations. The consultant who developed your report cannot assume responsibility or
liahility for the adequacy of the report's recommendationsif another party is retained to observe congtruction.

THE CONSULTANT'SREPORT ISSUBJECT TO MISINTERPRETATION.

Costly problems can occur when other design professionals devel op their plans based on misinterpretation of ageotechnicd/environmentd report. Tohdp
avoid these problems, the consultant should be retained to work with other project design professionas to explain rdevant geotechnicd, geological,
hydrogeologica, and environmenta findings, and to review the adequacy of their plans and specifications relative to these issues.

BORING LOGSAND/OR MONITORING WELL DATA SHOULD NOT BE SEPARATED FROM THE REPORT.

Final boring logs deve oped by the consultant are based upon interpretation of field logs (essembled by site personnd), fidld test results, and laboratory
and/or office evaluation of fidd samplesand data. Only fina boring logs and dataare customarily included in geotechnical/environmenta reports. These
fina logs should not, under any circumstances, be redrawn for inclusion in architecturd or other design drawings, because drafters may commit errorsor
omissionsin the transfer process.

To reduce the likdlihood of boring log or monitoring well misinterpretation, contractors should be given ready access to the complete geotechnical
engineering/environmental report prepared or authorized for their use. If access is provided only to the report prepared for you, you should advise
contractors of the report's limitations, assuming that a contractor was not one of the specific persons for whom the report was prepared, and that
developing congtruction cost estimates was not one of the specific purposes for which it was prepared. While a contractor may gain important knowledge
from areport prepared for another party, the contractor should discuss the report with your consultant and perform the additiona or aternative work
believed necessary to obtain the data specifically appropriate for construction cost estimating purposes. Some clients hold the mistakenimpresson thet
simply disclaiming responsihility for the accuracy of subsurface information aways insulates them from attendant liability. Providing the best available
information to contractors hel ps prevent costly construction problems and the adversaria atitudes that aggravate them to a disproportionate scale.

READ RESPONSIBILITY CLAUSESCLOSELY.

Because geotechnica/environmental engineering is based extensively on judgment and opinion, it isfar less exact than other design disciplines Thisstugion
has resulted in wholly unwarranted daims being lodged against consultants. To help prevent this problem, consultants have developed anumber of dauses
for usein their contracts, reports and other documents. These responsibility clauses are not exculpatory clauses designed to transfer the consultant's
liabilitiesto other parties; rather, they are definitive clauses that identify where the consultant's responsibilities begin and end. Their usehelpsal parties
involved recognize their individua responsibilities and take gppropriate action. Some of these definitive dauses arelikely to gppeer in your report, and you
are encouraged to read them closaly. 'Y our consultant will be pleased to give full and frank answersto your questions.

The preceding paragraphs are based on information provided by the
ASFE/Asociation of Engineering Firms Practicing in the Geosciences, Silver Spring, Maryland
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